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:;Dote- 0eT 4 1952 |

Generals Are No Good -enT-

;l Former Artlllery Captain” Harry
Truman has suddenly developed a low
.Oplmon of the military.
--He: is “dlsmayed and disheart-
. ened” that «General Eisenhower has
turned out to be a Republican. u&*nd
_he is now t¥ying to convince his: whxs—
tle-stop audiences that generals are’
not “quahﬁed” for civilian office:.
Mlhtary men, it now ‘turns out, live.
' clmstered lives. They don’t know the
difference between - hberahsm and re-
action. They have never felt the lack
'of’soclal security, They have never
'met a payroll or carried a precmct
A mlhtary man should stick to
his profession” = - - - -
**. Maybe some people’. will swallow
this liné. But. they would'have to be
almost as ‘simple as the President says
our generals are. Those with ‘any
{ memory at all are more likely to ask
some- iembarrassmg quesnons For '’
{ example: -
" Did the President hold his present-

3

Elsenhower in< 1945 that there was
-nothing he would not help him get—
‘ including the Presidency in 19487 Or
~when he propositioned Ike agaln on
e ‘same point in 19517 _

i-— Did he thmk all military men were
iincompetent to handle civilian affairs
o when he . appointed General of 'the
,\fArmy Marshall. a specials envoy to.

Chma, then Secretary of State, then -

Secretary of Defense? v
~Was the umform a badge of sim-

+ security’ and Individual Rights, r'Ad-

strong views when he told" General_- :

‘plicity and 1nept1tude when' he) sent
General Wedemeyer on his China ,
mission, made General Bedell wpith
and then Admiral Kirk ambassador |
to Moscow, dlspatched Admiral. Spru-
ance to the Philippines embassy, Gen- .
eral Fleming to Costa Rlca, and finally _v
(but for-the mterventlon of Congress)
General Clark to the Vatican?. **

Did he ignore background and‘
quahﬁcatlon when he made: Admiral
Cochrane the Maritime Administra-.
tor, named Admiral Nimitz to the
_important Commission on Internal

——

‘miral I&mcald and General McLain to
the Natlonal Security Trammg Com-f
, mission? : -“1‘ . .
The hst could go on and on
Harry S. Truman( the an’a-mlhtarlst
has used more mlhtary men in civilian
a551gnments than any of his prede-
cessors. And his present attitude Just
doesn’t make much sense—except m
terms we hesitate to recognize.
- We suspect that miost Amerncans
who listen to ‘his smears against the
military now ‘will not be convinced of
General Eisenhower’s lack of ‘quahﬁ-'

’.

. catlon They will rather beliéve ‘that .

i

~a man who. “stepped into pohti?:a‘{l‘ life
40 years ago” and has never known 8-

. non-political moment since, ‘may -him-

self have become blind to the realities
and the values. of the Afmérican Way.

. They will see that it is Harry Tru-
‘man, civilian, who" has gotten out of'
touch with America, , ...
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